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A YOUNG PARISH
GROWING IN FAITH
Diocese of Kagege, Uganola

Fr Jean Baptiste Kule, PP, sent us a detailed description of life in
his parish along with a request for funds:

“Having a reliable means of transport is essential for effective
grass root evangelization; most, especially in the rural areas
of Bukangara parish where public means of transport is rare,
so for the catechists and lay leaders to be successful in their
social and pastoral duties, a bicycle has been proven to be
the best means of transport. This is because it is relatively
cheap and easy to maintain and can reach remote areas

with pathways at almost no extra cost. Catechists and Lay
Leaders who walk long distances would ride and save time for
effective and efficient pastoral activities which will result in
deepening the faith of our Christians.

Bukangara Catholic Parish is located in Katoha village-
Nyakil’umbu sub-county, about 450kms from Kampala and
about 60 kms from Kasese, the main commercial center in
the district. The parish was founded and opened in 2010 by
Rt. Egidio Nkaijanabwo, now Bishop Emeritus of the diocese
of Kasese. It is still a young parish lacking many essential
things and having a growing population in faith. It is managed
under 6 sub parishes and 32 local/village churches, and each
of the sub parishes is managed by a sub parish head catechist’

Agriculture is the mainstay in the area. It is estimated

that 85% of the population are engaged in subsistence
agriculture. Agriculture involves both crop and animal
husbandry. Subsistence agriculture is undertaken by majority
of the people. Coffee and cotton growing is practiced for
commercial purposes. Other crops grown include: Sweet
Potatoes, Matooke, Cassava, Maize, Cabbages, Pineapples,
among others.

The work of catechists and lay leaders especially as
regards spreading biblical apostolate in the small Christian
communities involves traveling long distances across their
respective sub-parishes and village Churches plus linking up
with the parish headquarters. Given the economic situation
in the country majority of the catechists cannot afford to
have a new bicycle. This limits their work and makes them
ineffective. The parish has 51 catechists however, only

45 catechists are able to ride now while the 6 are elderly
and may not manage to ride bicycles and 10 leaders whom
we want to assist with new bicycles so that they can be
effective in their ministry.

The issue of providing bicycles to catechists and lay leaders
was agreed upon by the meeting of catechists and lay
leaders, it was agreed that lack of affordable means of
transport for the catechists and lay leaders was the leading
challenge facing the smooth running of pastoral activities

as it is very stressful to walk about 15 kms to and from the
work stations on Sundays. We hope this application will meet
your sympathetic consideration.

Faithfully yours,
Fr. John Baptist”




Who's who at...

interesting explanation
of what it did and who it
did it for, which | found
fascinating. | think what
really drew me in was
discovering how a small
charity was able to do so
much good at a relatively
very low cost. For that
reason, when | make an
appeal, | have tended to
give an example of huge
(in area) overseas parishes
where parishioners seldom
see nurses, catechists or
priests, but how the lives
of all are then changed
by the receipt of dozens
of bicycles from Survive-
MIVA. Long may its work
continue.

Simon Butterfield

Volunteer Speaker,
Brighton

| am based in Sussex in the
Diocese of Arundel and
Brighton. | started with
Survive-MIVA in 2018 having
completed a university
degree post-retirement.

Up to that time, | had never
come across SURVIVE-MIVA,
but a speaker came to our
parish and gave a very
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Most Rev Malcolm Geraldine Roberts-Stone
McMahon OP, Archbishop

Appeals Organiser:
Emeritus of Liverpool £ -

Sue Valentine
Finance Officer:
Margaret Jackson

Director:
Simon Foran

SURVIVE-MIVA is a Catholic Lay Association and a Registered
Charity (No.268745) founded in Liverpool in 1974.

We exist to provide funding for essential transport for
health outreach work in isolated rural areas, and for the
Church’s pastoral care in places of difficult access.

We have some 30 lay Speakers based across Britain who make
appeals for funds in Catholic parishes via short lectern talks
about those we do our best to help in a very practical way.

We are grateful to the Bishops of England, Wales, and Scotland

for their support in our endeavours as the only UK-based charity

to fund exclusively for transport.
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EDITORIAL UPDATE

Since our previous edition went to press, our Director,
Simon Foran, has been going through a period of ill health.
Preparing the content for Awareness magazine each issue
is a lengthy process, Simon spends months collecting and
selecting news to share with our readers. Although ill,
Simon has still dedicated time to ensure this issue goes

to press although he has been unable to contribute to the
magazine as he usually does.

Nonetheless, we have come up with a different design
to the habitual one, and for this issue we have a new
contributor (although an established Trustee) in Sr Rose
Mary Harbinson, who writes:

“l am a member of the Congregation of Our Lady of

the Missions, living in north London. As | belong to

a missionary congregation | have been on mission in
Senegal and Papua New Guinea. The latter mission I lived
for over 20 years working in pastoral ministry in the
Southern Highlands and then went to the Major Seminary
- now called Catholic Theological Institute in Port
Moresby to teach Sacramental Theology and Liturgy.”

Then rest of the magazine is largely unchanged, and we
hope you enjoy our latest update - many thanks!

Karen O’Connor
Graphic Designer and Branding support for SURVIVE-MIVA

All images in this edition provided by
those you have made mobile.



A SECRET SACRED
SPACE

“For many years, | worked with a village community
surrounded by mountainous ranges with hand carved and
foot trodden pathways to reach river inlets, gardens for
sustainable food and some carved ever more deeply through
dark forests into a secret, sacred space known as a matmat
for the burial of their dead. Other paths were trodden to
reach remote neighbouring hamlets for exchange of goods
and pacts for peace in the event of tribal warfare. Most
villages were hidden by tangles of dangerous undergrowth
but sheltered by canopies of the most beautiful, elegant
tall trees and verdant colours of bushes and plants unknown
to modern man. This remarkable place is the Southern
Highlands of Papua New Guinea.

For years this particular Highland region was inhabited

only by local tribes of one or two tokples (languages) until
pathways were made that led to more open areas where
missionaries ventured into “the bush” to discover life and
the opportunity to offer some light and future development
regarding preserving water, health-care and opportunities to
ensure some form of education for the younger generation.

These original pathways still remain as a result of the
Australian administration up until Independence in

1975, who encouraged and engaged in transforming and
strengthening the existing tracks with crushed rock and
stone. Villages were opened up and people began to move
freely and supplies of coffee beans and various foods were

transported to the nearest town for

exchange and sale. It was then that

transport was able to reach most parts

of the Highlands, but only if the tracks

were maintained, bridges kept safe

and the environmentally fragile areas

kept mud free! Consequently, the use of

four wheel drive and only certain makes

of vehicles were used by health workers and missionaries
and those reaching out for ministry. Today, the roads,
even though not paved or tarmacked, are used to reach the
most remote areas for more ministry to the people of the
Highlands and SURVIVE Miva, with their years of experience,
have made it possible for this to happen.

Today, Hilux vehicles are required and in some cases,
motorbikes can be used with care. Still after 50 years since
Independence, some roads are unsustainable due to earth
tremors, quakes and torrential rain but that does not mean
that people remain isolated. It is thanks to charities like
SURVIVE-MIVA who really consider the needs of the people
who are the most neglected in our world society. They work
closely with applicants to ensure that safety is considered
before any donations are made. As a returned missionary,

I can only give thanks for such considerations that are given
to these remote communities- that their needs become ours
- in response to your generosity.

Thank you (Tenkyu tru) SURVIVE-MIVA!
Sr Rose Mary Harbinson RNDM”

@ www.cuwi\/&—-mi\/a.org_
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NEWS FROM OVERSEAS

Each issue we do our best to keep you up to date with the progress being made by those you
have supported. Whilst we recognise that there are no easy or quick solutions to the problems
our beneficiaries face each day, we do know that being mobile does enable them to tackle jobs
they would otherwise have great difficulties doing.

We aim to provide a practical means for people with skills and experience to share what they
have with the people in isolated places around them, and so here we present some of the latest
‘investments’ made possible by your generosity:

Over the years, SURVIVE-MIVA has been supporting the Franciscan Sisters of St. Aloysius Gonzaga described by Sr Usha Devi as ‘ a
women religious congregation evolved into its full stature by passing through various stages, adapting itself to the needs of times but
at the same time keeping its focus on the Gospel values for which it is a living and vibrant witness till today. From its very inception our sisters
have been toiling tirelessly in the field of Evangelization, Education and Social uplift of the poor and less privileged sections of the society.’

We recently made a block grant of £16,000 to provide a scooter for each of 15 different centres they run, which we think represents a
sound investment and source of support for the many and very varied projects they run, some of which are outlined here:

SAINT LOUIS CONVENT -
MOOLAKULAM

Saint Louis convent was started in 1965 at moolakulam. It is in
Pondy Cuddalore Arch-Diocese. Three FSAG sisters are living in
the community. One sister is actively involved in health ministry.
She goes around the villages and creates awareness on health
aspects. She also gives tablets and diagnoses the patients and
makes them go to the hospital for further treatment.

Since she regularly goes to the villages and always
depends an auto service. She spends lot of money
for travelling. If a moped is provided to this

Mission Center, the expenses occurred for

transportation will be reduced and the
sisters can visit the villages regularly
and improve the health status of the
people through creating awareness
and for further making them
to approach Primary Health
Centers and Government
Hospital for their
ailment.

To improve the socio-
g+ €CONnomic condition of

- the poor tribal and Dalits.
To monitor ongoing
activities. To visit the
coaching classes centres \
to ensure the proper &
functioning of them. pﬁi

o
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ST. LOUIS CONVENT -
SATHIYAMANGALAM

St. Louis convent was started here in Sathiyamangalam Parish
on the 28th of August 1933 with three of the sisters. Sisters
started women developmental activities in the remote villages
near Sathiyamangalam. They organized the unorganized women
into Self Help Groups and inculcated group affinity and savings.
They then linked them with Banks to avail loans and motivated
them to embark in Self-employment programs to free from the
money lenders. They cover about 7 villages. They must visit all
the villages regularly. For which, they require a two-wheeler.
If a Moped is provided to them, Sisters can regularly monitor
the women developmental programs and improve the status of
women in this locality.

ANSALDO ILIAM - VADAKKALUR

The Vadakkalur mission centre was erected on 19.06.1991.
Three FSAG sisters are doing ministry here. This belongs to
Kumbakonam Diocese. This purpose of the Mission center is to
improve the health status of the people in this locality as they
were very prone to various diseases. Sisters started a dispensary
on 05.09.2009 and providing treatment to the sick.

Who have no means to access to other health clinics for their
ailment. Our Sisters have taken up outreach programs such as
organizing health camps and clinics in a small way. They go to
the distant villages where people have no access to health care
units. To continue their health ministry to the poor households,
they need a vehicle so that they can expand their work and
improve the health status of the people in this locality.

ST. LOUIS CONVENT - MUGAIYUR

The Mugaiyur mission center St. Louis convent was established
on 19.03.1908 which is the oldest and most traditional convent
in our congregation. It was located at Villupuram district of
Tamilnadu. And it is situated in Arch Diocese of Pondy Cuddalore.
Our sisters are currently carrying out the various ministries in the
villages of Mugaiyur, Oduvankuppam, Kadaganoor, Chengamedu
Iruthayapuram and Pilrampattu which are in the radius of 12
kilometers. Sisters are actively involved in the community
developmental activities in the slums and in the remote villages
through organizing various women and Child developmental
activities. They cannot go regularly to the interior slums and
villages where there are no proper roads. Mopeds only can be
used for transportation to reach to these places.

Therefore, Sisters need a moped to carry out social
developmental activities and improve the well-being of the
women and children in the slums and rural villages.

SNEHA BHAWAN - NAGAWARA

In Bangalore Archdiocese there is an old village called Nagawara,
there, our mission convent is situated nearby T.C.H College Road,
in the year 1998. It belongs to Marianapalyam parish, from 1998 to
2002 it was a community after that from 2003, and it has changed
into a social mission center. From 2003 onwards the Sisters are
doing all the mission work in the parish and the substations.
(Veeranapalaya) They also teach catechism and conduct good
manners classes to the children in the substations which are in the
radius of 10 kilometers. They do not have any vehicle to go to the
substation. Often, they used to go by walk which is not convenient
for the sisters and sometimes due to lack of transport, sisters could
not be able to do their mission properly. Therefore, it is an urgent
need for the Sisters at Nagawara to procure a two-wheeler to go to
the substations regularly

We the FSAG Sisters of Shalom Province Tindivanam from our
bottom of our hearts thank SURVIVE-MIVA for its timely financial
support to procure mobility for 15 of our mission centers. Your
support is always a special to us and our sisters are now able to
go to the villages regularly for the social, pastoral, and healing
activities with the provisions of mopeds for our FSAG Sisters.

Thanking you,
Yours sincerely,
Sr Usha Devi FSAG

@ www.cuwi\/e—mi\/a.org_




GHANA

A quick glimpse on the net soon tells us some basics about
Obuasi: ‘Obuasi is a gold mining town and is the capital

of the Obuasi Municipal District in the Ashanti Region of
Ghana. It lies in the southern part of the Obuasi Municipal
and is located about 39 mi (63 km) from Kumasi. As of 2012,
the town has a population of 175,043 people. Obuasi is home
to the Obuasi Gold Mine, one of the largest known gold
deposits on Earth.[6][3] The Gold Coast region was named
after the large amount of gold mined, historically at Obuasi
and the bordering Ashanti Region.’(Wikipedia)

Of course, relatively few of the advantages of having huge
reserves of gold have stayed in the country to benefit its people
over the years, for all sorts of reasons, but when a request for
help arrived we did our best to respond, and here is

what your donations have acheived: . “I bring you warm greetings from the Obuasi Catholic
Health Service Secretariat.

It has been eight months since we received a donation
from Survive-Miva and through that, we were able

to purchase a 4-wheel drive pickup for St Mary
Maternity Clinic for its activities.

The vehicle was procured on the 17th April, 2024 at
Toyota Ghana Company Limited,

licensed accordingly, and boldly embossed and was
then presented to the facility which brought both the
workers and the community to a festive mood, since
- they knew, it was going to improve health care
= delivery in the community and its environs.

It is heartwarming to say that St Mary’s Clinic
has since been embarking on an intensive
outreach service. We are glad to mention
that the chiefs and elders in the various
communities within the catchment area
have all been involved in the activities of
the Clinic; they helped to select community
health volunteers who have been mobilizing
the people at the communities for outreach.
Patients no longer have to struggle to get to
the clinic. The communities were also given
the emergency contact number of the facility
to call whenever there is an emergency so that
a staff and driver could quickly go and bring
the patient for immediate care.

@le‘H'ing_ others back on the road 1o Cclf—help



Again, since the arrival of the vehicle, several

outreach services have been done, such as regular

child welfare clinic, reaching out to defaulted

antenatal women, hypertensive patients, diabetic
patients, sickle cell patients. Several cases have also been
transported timely to referral centres for immediate care.

Some of these referrals include, severe preeclampsia,
retained placenta, primary PPH, delayed first and/or
seconds stages of labour, of which some woman underwent
induction of labour, others had to go through caesarean
section. The facility also referred cases of Neonatal
Jaundice and Asphyxia to the referral centres with a
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

These referrals were really lifesaving, prevented both
maternal and infant mortalities.

The vehicle has also improved in quick supply of essential
medical and non-medical consumables and other life
supporting equipment, such as refilling of oxygen cylinders.

St Mary’s Clinic and the communities as well as the entire
Diocese are indeed grateful to Survive-Miva for this honour
done us. God richly bless you Survive-Miva.

Yours sincerely,
SR MARY OWUSU-FRIMPONG”
DIRECTOR- Obuasi Diocesan Health Service

@ www.;uwi\/o—-mi\/a.org_



END OF THE ROAD?

We hope you found this issue of ‘Awareness’ informative, and you have enjoyed reading about those your
donations help. We also hope that we have managed to illustrate just how important mobility is for those who work
so hard for others. We are the only UK-based Catholic charity which funds exclusively for all different modes of
transport. Making a donation will help ensure this is not the end of the road for the aspirations of so many people.

AN YOU HELP? You can contribute 1o ovr work in any of the following_ wa:

E] Ask us to send you a Standing Order form to make a small E] Remember us in your Will by leaving a legacy
regular payment [] Represent us by becoming a volunteer and giving a short talk
E] Donate via bank transfer: in parishes in your area - contact us for information and full
PLEASE USE YOUR POSTCODE as your reference. guidance on this.
Sort Code 08-92-99 Account Number: 65628977 [ ] Add my contact details to your mailing list to receive the

‘Awareness’ magazine - just twice a year.

[] Donate online by visiting WWW.QVWiVG—MiV&.OYg_

DONATION FORM AND GIFT AID DECLARATION

Flease detach thig page if needed and cend 1o SURVIVE-MIVA, 5 Park Vale Road, Aintree, L9 2DG
| wish to donate the sum of £ to SURVIVE-MIVA (Reg. Charity No. 268745).

By cheque [] postal order || cAF voucher [ | made payable to ‘SURVIVE-MIVA’ (please tick appropriate box)

Or, please debit my: Mastercard [ | visal | Maestro| | Deltal| | Charity Card []

Card no:

Expiry date: ... ... e .. Valid from: .. ... o Tick if you require a receipt [ please provide your address below.

E-mail address:
Prefer to receive ‘Awareness’ by e-mail, rather than by post? Please tick this box E]

You can also donate by calling us on 0151 523 3878 '
Girr Ap DECLARATION: In order to Gift Aid your donation please tick: [_] ﬂ'ﬁ/md ot

| want to Gift Aid my donationof £ . . to SURVIVE-MIVA & any donations | make in the future or have made
in the past 4 years. Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate.

I am a UK taxpayer & understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed
on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

NIY DETAILSS PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY USING BLOCK CAPITALS

Title: oo First name/ Initials: Surname:

Full Home Address

Postcode: Date: /[

NB: Please let us know if your name, address, or tax status changes, or of you would like to cancel this declaration,
so that we can update our records.

For more information on what we do please visit us at

Our goal is to provide you with as much information as possible about what we do, and make browsing and supporting us
much easier. Let us know what you think - we will be very grateful for your feedback and suggestions for improvements.

5 Park Vale Road, Liverpool L9 2DG info@survive-miva.org

@ WWW. QUYViVG—Mi\/a.OY'g_ 0151523 3878 |Wf @SURVIVE MIVA  f SurviveMIVA
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